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RICHARD GOOD wishes more
people thought like one of his
forward-thinking clients, a Norfolk
grandmother who installed a solar
hot water and solar ¢lectric system,
plus other energy-saving features,
in a role-modeling move for her
grandchildren.

Harnessing the sun's energy is
more than a:':usims ‘&9{' ico?d
prc:ident owner ns

Beach-based Solar Scrvri%cs Inc.

resident.

In the mid-1980s, when Reagan's
administration ended solar-cnergy
tax incentives launched in response to
the '70s oil crunch, Good went against
:mn und launched his own solar-

llc'd almady wk%d& roh; a yta;c as
production manager of the now-de-
funct Solar One before starting his

weere tight, he delivered pizzas
to keep the dream alive.
Today, Solar Services Inc.
cemploys 17 people and has
offices in Fromt Royal, Va,,
as well as Alberta, Canada,
and on Seahawk Circle at the
Beach.

This year, the English-
born former marine engi-
neer is bringing sun power to
The Mothership, Homearama
2008’ “green home.™

Twenty-two photovolta-
ic cells generate energy for
the 6,57 1-square-foot Miller
Custom Homes housc at Ash-
ville Park. Builder Chuck Mill-
or promises that it will cost
nomore than $115 amonth to
power the home., .

Homearama runs through
Oct. 19 at the Beach.

What attracted you to the solar
industry?

1 took solar-enginecering
classes at Lakehead Univer-
sity in Thunder Bay, Ontar-
i0, back in 1977 while working

ﬁ E Although the use of solar energy is mainstream in many parts of the
world, it is still very much an oddity here.”

for the Canadian Coast Guard.
1 was intrigued by the idcaof
harnessing all that free ener-
gy, particularly in a climate
where the temperature was of-
ten minus 30 to minus 40 de-
grecs,

What are the benefits of solar
energy for a homeowner?
Solar encrgy can be utilized
to generate most of the hot
Waler wWe Consume, account-
ing for about 25 percent of our
¥ consump-
tion. The Appraisal Institute
and Wells Fargo Home Mort-
gage claim a solar water heat-
or adds about 200 pereent of
its value to a home, making it
the No. 1 home improvement,
Solar electric systems can be
used to generate clectricity to
reduce utility bills, and hom-
cowners may soon be able to
s¢ll rencwable energy credits.
There is a federal tax cred-
it of up o $2,000 for install.
ing a solar system, which is set
to expire this year. Solar pool

heating is a great use of 0.
lar energy. A swimming pool
is a big investment used for
about three months a year, but
with a solar pool heater we can
extend that to five to seven
months.

Is Hampton Roads turning on
tosolar?

Although the use of solar en-
crgy is mainstream in many
parts of the world, it is still
very much an oddity here,
and many of the existing sys-
tems in Hampton Roads were
installed back in the *70s and

you cannot turn around with.
out secing multiple systems

on commercial and residen-
tial buildings, yet Germany re-
ceives less solar radiation than
all the states except Alaska.

How did you get involved in
Homearama?

We have had a booth in the
entry tent for many years. |

jumped at the opportunity to
install a system on one of thé
Homearama houses.

What'’s your best advice for
somcone considering solar for
their home?

If you have a home and use
hot water, install a solar wa-
ter heater. You will get a bet-
ter return on your investment
than investing with Warren
Buffet. If you want to go fur-
ther, invest in a solar clectric
system. Many people ask what

the payback is. It can be as low
as three years or as high as 20,

depending on the type of sys.
wem,

What energy-saving methoeds
do you use in your own home?
1 have used all fluorescent
lamps for M years. [ havea
solar electric, solar hot wa-
ter and solar pool-heating sys-
tem on my home. We also use a
whole-house fan, ceiling fans
set-back thermostats and a
front-load washing machine.




